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This 1s my second time taking part in the cultural exchange
program. The reason why I enjoy this activity is that I can not
only make new friends from various countries but also learn
different cultures from different countries. Even though it s
very exhausting and sometimes hard to convey to foreigners our
thoughts in second language, I’ ve still enjoyed the process and
learned a lot. During the program, we took classes together,

went to field trips, shared our feelings and made wonderful

memories that money can’ t buy.

The three day field trip
was the best and the most
"y cxciting part of the program.

We went to Nantou and visited

some attractions, such as Sun
Moon Lake, the monster village, 921 earthquake museum, etc. It’ s
very lucky of us that the weather was perfect and didn’ t delay
any of our schedule. By daylights, we visited attractions and
listened to the tour guides interpreting the architecture or

telling us stories about the place. At nights, we danced and



had so much fun at the small parties we held in our rooms.
Unfortunately, we had some misunderstandings during the trip.
Some of our Taiwanese students didn't spend much time
with their partners; as a result, they started to think that
we don’ t like them. This caused us to form into two big groups
at first. Fortunately, we resolved
the misunderstandings and explained that English
1s their mother tongue; therefore, 1t's easy for them to
communicate with each other. In contrast, English is our second
language. It’ s hard for us to speak rather fluently as them.
In consequence, we chose to be with people that have the same
level of English. We were afraid that they would consider us
bothering, due to us saying ' pardon? ' or '’can you say it
again? ' frequently what they said. They said that asking them
to repeat what they said wouldn’t make them feel annoyed.
They’ 11 try to slow down and use words that are not toodifficult
so that both of us can understand and get along with each other
well. On the other hand, we could try to express what’ s in our

minds, even though i1t’ s not in perfect grammar. A saying goes,



“Practice makes perfect.” That’s one of the reasons why we
join this camp, which is to practice our English and be more
confident. Taiwanese students have to be more active. We should
join in their conversation and be more positive to talk to
foreigner friends. For foreigners, Taiwan is a place that’s
completely unfamiliar. There’ s no doubt that they would feel
scared or homesick. We live here and are familiar with our
country. It’ s our duty to make them feel like home. Thanks to
the small conflict, our relationship and the bond between us
became stronger.

[t seems that Mandarin has become more popular since some
of the foreign students had learned Mandarin before they came
to Taiwan. Most of them learned very fast and spoke well, but
{ the tongue twisters
weren t that easy! We made
; ;; our foreign friends do one
of the most challenging one,

= which is '~ » &2 > + &

L+t P Ly swpLF et o’ and it turns everyone hissing



li1ke snakes! They also taught us some tongue twisters from their
countries. All of us tangled up our mouths and had so much fun.
At times, we learn each other’ s language. Once, we made a video
with us in a semicircle saying "' I love Sacred Heart’  in
different languages and making a Sacred Heart logo with our
hands in front of our heart. We learned swear words in different
languages, too. It might be rude when we’re practicing
pronouncing it, but at least we’ 11 know what words they might
say when someone is blaming at us. Folk dance class probably
was the most tiring class, but the moves were quite easy and
there were plenty of time for us to take rests. The aboriginal
costumes for the performance were very beautiful and it looks
totally well with the Lover bags and headbands which we made
by ourselves in art class. During some of the classes, we
introduced to them our Taiwanese culture, Taiwanese food,
well-known attractions, and so on. They also shared theirs to
us and we talked about it together. Countries and countries have
many differences. Different land, histories that are

absolutely not alike, distinctive habits and customs, just to



name a few. These factors make the world multi. That’ s why our
foreign friends flew long distances to this place which 1is
unfamiliar to them, and experience things they’ ve never tried
before.

Night market is the place where our foreign friends love
best! With delicious food and super cheap stores, It's like
paradise. We let them tried some Taiwanese snacks that they must
try, but they didn’ t like all of them. For example, I like pearl
milk tea and I can accept stinky tofu. But for some foreigners,
the pearls in pearl milk tea tastes like eggs rolling in their
mouthes. Some of them wouldn’ t even want to try what stinky tofu
tastes like after smelling its strange odor. We won’ t force them
to try if they didn’ t want to, yet I still don’ t know why they
didn’ t like 1it.

In short, cultural exchange camp was so much fun! People
from different countries gathered in one place, sharing and
learning. There aren’ t any national boundaries here. Everyone
1s equal. Even though we had some small conflicts, we still had

a wonderful time during the two weeks. I hope that they’ ve know



more about Taiwan and can share what they experienced to their
friends so that more people would know how beautiful Taiwan is

and how friendly we are.

Madeleine Midgley/ Stuartholme School, Australia

[ have always loved travel- I love airports, passports,
packing suitcases and new experiences. When I first heard about
the Cultural Exchange Camp in Taiwan, I was initially excited
because it was an opportunity for another passport stamp. I
could never have predicted that my time in Taiwan, a country
[ had never heard of before, would be such an incredible
experience.

[ was fortunate enough to be hosted by Cindy Yang. Her
family were even kinder and more welcoming than I had hoped,
and [ have so many wonderful memories of my time with them, the
places we saw together and all the laughter! I could not have
picked a more amazing host family.
At school, my sister student Elaine R

was very kind- we became close




friends so quickly. The other Taiwan students were also
friendly and lovely, and I loved coming to school from the very
first day of camp. I was the only foreign student from Australia,
but the girls from America, Korea, Japan and Mexico were so open
and interesting to talk to that we all became good friends. It
was amazing to see the global unity of Sacred Heart Schools in
action and to learn about cultures from all over the world. My
favorite activities at camp were the seminars on Human Rights,
but the Taiwanese folk dancing lessons were so much fun!
The sights I saw in Taiwan were incredibly beautiful and
the food was delicious. The two weeks went quickly, and I was
very sad to say goodbye to all my new friends and such an amazing
country. I miss everyone so much! I feel so lucky to have had
the opportunity to be involved in this experience. I hope the

Cultural Exchange Camp continues for many years to come.

Kim Jungbin(Jessy)/ Sacred Heart High School for Girls in Korea
[ was so glad to join in that exchange camp. All the students

in Taiwan Sacred Heart was really nice and really appreciate



to love Korea. Thanks to say some Korean to me and talk to me
about Korean Idols, really thank you. I can’ t forget that time
in Taiwan and I want to go there again. I miss Taiwan ,all
exchange students, all students I met and the teachers! Really
nice class, thank you. Thank you for all again, and I wish we

can meet again!
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