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AnaSofia Guerrero Amayo/ Carrollton school of the sacred heart
Last year, 2013, at the age of 12 | came to Taiwan for a month as

an exchange program. This year, 2014, | came again because | loved it so

much! This year | came for 6 weeks of school and stayed at the school’s

dormitory. In my dorm room | had 3 other students who | saw every day



and bonded very well with. I had many late-night talks with them and we
helped each other learn our opposite languages (English/Chinese.)

Before | arrived | thought “OKk I just have to learn the language.” |
had this idea that |1 was mostly going to learn the language but as soon as
| arrived, I realized | was completely wrong. | learned much more. While
riding to meet and pick up my host sister, Miranda, from school, I thought
“The first words | will say are the ones that will establish the language
that | would mostly use.” | was so nervous | barely squealed out a “hi.” In
English! I was so mad at myself because so much thinking and so much
preparing, for a simple hi? I guess it was my first lesson, that it doesn’t
matter how much, how long you prepare for something, you will never
really be ready.

Today, many people ask me what are the most valuable things I
gained when in Taiwan. The first thing that comes to mind is the
connections with people leading to friendships, then culture followed by
the language. The connection with girls my age on the other side of the
world, was an extraordinary opportunity to interact with a whole new and
different world than mine. | have made many new friends and have kept

in touch throughout the year. | have made many friends from all grade



levels. I am friends with last year’s host sisters’ friends, last year’s
classmates, Sandy (the exchange student who went to Miami) and her
friends, Ruby and Yoyo (the students who will be going to Miami
February 2015) and their friends, and this year’s classmates! | have
laughed and cried with them and gotten to know them better because of
this great opportunity to come again! | wish to come every year and be
able to learn more and more each time.

| learned a variety of things when in Taiwan. I learned things from
how to eat a kiwi in 30 seconds to the true meaning of friendship. The
exchange student who came from Taiwan to Miami, taught me one of the
most important lessons | have ever learned. When in Miami there was a
time, which we all have or will go through, that we have friendship
growing pain. This night | was having very hurtful friendship growing
pain and she taught me something that night that will always stay in my
heart along with her. Sandy said “A true friend comes from the heart. No
matter the distance, no matter the language. And I will be that true
friend from the heart for you.” She put her hand on her heart and hugged
me and she was right. It does not matter how far away you are from

someone or how different your languages are, if that person is a true



friend from the | heart, they

will be there to support you at
4 o’clock in the morning or
when you are ] AT R < '~ have mood
swings. A true friend is always there.

“Would I do it again?” is another question I frequently get. Yes! |
got inspired and hope others do too. Taiwan is a great experience for

students of all ages. | had a wonderful time and hope | can come again

every year. ©

Hernandez, Sophia / My Experience in Taiwan

Now that I am home in the United States, | have had time to
reflect on my student exchange experience in Taipei, Taiwan. | am so
thankful to my Taiwanese classmates for making me a part of their class.
They were always so kind to me, and they never failed to put a smile on
my face. They made me feel so welcome, and they always helped me
whenever | seemed a bit lost. My first day in Taiwan was the day of the

Charity Bazaar. It was here that | began to form a bond with my host



sister and with my classmates that | will always treasure. At the Charity
Bazaar, | was able to play games, try new foods, make new friends, and
meet my classmates and my teachers. | will never forget how my host
sister, Vanessa Wu and | walked around trying to sell food. Vanessa
introduced me to these foods, and showed me how to sell food in
Mandarin. She also gave me a Qin Dynasty crown so that | would feel
like a princess. | believe that Vanessa and | are truly X{F &

Each day | looked forward to going to school. All the students
were nice to me and they always made me laugh. I remember walking
through the hallways while students approached me to introduce
themselves and see how my day was going. The students were so friendly
to me, and for that | am so grateful. Everyone made my trip a memorable
experience. Being that this was my second time visiting Taiwan, | loved
being able to see the friends that | had made from when | visited in April.
| loved being able to go to Physical Education class with my friends and
getting to play volleyball with them. | also loved walking around the #
%o

My first weekend in Taiwan, | visited the National Museum and

the Shilin Nightmarket with Vanessa and her friends. When we visited the



National Museum | tried 5f5, and then we rode on the MRT to the Shilin
Nightmarket. I remember finding the MRT so fascinating, as it could take
you anywhere in Taipei. The Shilin Nightmarket was the first nightmarket
that | have ever visited, and | instantly fell in love with this splendid place.
| got to try ETJE - Z K KZEEHE and 22K, It was all very
delicious, and I had so much fun.

On my last school day in Taiwan, there was a volleyball game at

the school. Watching the game and cheering for the homerooms (fi;#!)

was complete joy. My classmates in J1C

and Vanessa’s classmates in J3B gave me

Ta eax ~~1T L\
r NC A

treasure forever. | love everyone and | WE™ Fa- 3.0
miss everyone very much. 1 am so excited for when Yoyo and Ruby will

come to Miami! FREKZZ | i )
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